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Draft Minutes Annual Parish Meeting

12th April 2023

	Councillors:
	IN ATTENDANCE
	APOLOGIES
	ABSENT

	Cllr. Circuit (Chair)
	(
	
	

	Cllr. Gordon
	(
	
	

	Cllr. Palmer
	(
	
	

	Cllr. Parfrey
	(
	
	


Meeting was Chaired by Cllr Circuit and minuted by Clerk and RFO Jane Stewart.  In attendance Mr Dean Howard MOD.  In attendance 20 members of the public.
	Agenda Item
	Issue
	Action

	2301
	Welcome and Introduction

Cllr Circuit welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced the Councillors to the audience.  He stated this meeting was their opportunity to talk to the Parish Council, raise any concerns they may have, ask questions and make suggestions for things they would like the Parish Council to consider
	

	2302
	Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held 13th April 2022 were signed as a true record of the meeting
	

	2303
	Chair Update – Cllr Circuit
Cllr Circuit gave some  history of Parish’s from the Tudor times to modern day.  Sherfield Park Parish Council was formed in 2016.  The Chair stated the Council has three  vacancies and welcomed anyone who would like to talk to him about becoming a Councillor.
The Chair thanked his fellow Councillors for the hard work they had put in over the year.  He thanked Councillor Phoenix and Councillor Wisniewski for their period of office with the Council.  And he thanked the Borough Councillors – Cllr Edwards, Miller and Vaux for their support.  The Chair stated the Parish Councillors had a good working relationship with the Borough Councillors and they worked as a team to improve the area.  
The Chair said one of the biggest tasks the Council do is to protect the Parish by commenting on other developments nearby and the impact on the community.  The Council have given their views on Redlands, Dixon Road and lately on Miller Homes development.  The point the Council makes is 100 or 200 houses do not warrant more dentists, doctors or community centres.  But they do put a strain on the existing facilities and bring more traffic to the A33.  It’s about giving a logical argument as to why this is adverse to Sherfield Park.  .

We have and are doing a number of community projects including Love Where You Live – Sherfield 20 as Sherfield Park will be twenty years old next year.
	

	2304
	Talk by Dean Howard, MOD on training of the British Army and ally nations in MOD areas including Bramley, adjacent to Sherfield Park.  Following the presentation there was a Q&A session and a request for an Open Day to Bramley.  Clerk to send email requesting.
	Clerk

	2305
	Finance Report – Cllr Gordon

For the forthcoming financial year the Paris Council has maintained its element of the precept at the same level for an 8th consecutive year.

We have approximately £75K in our reserves account and anticipate that his will reduce, as we have set a budget for the year in excess of the precept we receive.  This was done deliberately to ensure we are providing value for money for our residents, especially in the current climate.

Parish Council spending over the past year has mainly been on staff salaries – we employ both a Clerk, who deals with all financial matters and communication on behalf of the volunteer Councillors, and a litter warden.  Capital expenditure has included Speedwatch equipment and a Jubilee tree and repairs to bus shelters.  Other expenditure has included training for both Councillors and Clerk and grants to the community Centre, Over 55’s and Chineham Scouts amongst others.

Over the next year we are embarking on a programme of events to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the first resident moving into sherfield Park.  We have already launched a monthly photographic competition, had a park tidy up and initiated workshops with the local craft group for some decorations.  We have put aside a small budget to cover these expenses and hope that the investment will improve community engagement and participation, after all we all love where we live, and our aim is to improve facilities and conditions for our residents.
	

	2306
	Planning Report - Cllr Circuit

The Parish Council considers planning issues within the Parish.  We are consulted when a planning application is made.  As a group we try to maintain the open nature of the Parish.  We are asked our views on moving boundary walls – to do  this reduces the openness of the park.  There have been a large number of applications to convert  garages to accommodation.  Parking is an issue on the Park and the removal of garages is an issue.  The Parish Council tries to look at the wider good and gives their views to BDBC Planning Committee.  People making Planning Applications are invited to the Parish Council meetings to offer their point of view on their planning application.  


	

	2307
	Open Spaces Report – Cllr Parfrey

The Open Spaces Committee covers everything within the boundary of Sherfield Park.  Cllr Parfrey has been a Councillor since 2020 and Chair of the Open Spaces Committee.  As a Committee we take actions from the Parish Council and actions to the Parish Council.

Entrance Sign – We had a sign designed, confirmed quotes for installation done and then were told to apply for planning permission.  Planning was approved in 2021.   This matter is now part of the overall adoption of Sherfield Park.

Community Orchard – An area has been identified near the Community Centre and adjacent to the roundabout off Amport Road.  Again this is on hold until the area has been adopted.  Funding has been ring fenced for this project.

Petty’s Copse – We have talked about this for a long time and the Parish Council has engaged with BDBC and Croudace throughout the year.  .  The Council has money set aside to restore the path,. Croudace will up grade the path back to its original condition.  It has been agreed that BDBC will take on the lights, bring them up to standard and the handover can be achieved.

Christmas Tree – Cllr Parfrey explained the issue with the electrical connection needing to be removed for safety reasons.  The solar lights installed were vandalised and the replacement lights were not up to standard.  The Parish Council has invested in an event pole enabling a safe electrical connection to be made for Christmas 2023.

Waste Bin – The Parish Council has undertaken a bin survey.  There are a mixture of red and black bins.  The red dog waste bins will be removed, and the black bins used for dog waste as well as general waste.  There will also be a number of bins relocated to areas to enable access for emptying them.

Speed Indicator Device – Cllr Parfrey explained the positioning of the SID’s, and their function and the data captured.  The data is available on the Parish noticeboards and on the Parish website.  The mobile SID is deployed randomly on around Sherfield Park

Spring Newsletter – The next edition of the Parish Council newsletter will be coming through the door along with the Loddon Valley Link soon.

SP20 Love Where You Live – This initiative is to commemorate the first occupant moving into Sherfield Park.  The initiative has its own logo and the list of events to commemorate this milestone include.

- Monthly photo competition

- 20 is plenty signage competition

- Parish in Bloom entry

- Coronation lunch initiative

- Halloween celebrations

- Light Up Sherfield Park

- 20th Anniversary event 10th April 2024

Cllr Parfrey called for support to report defects on the Park and for residents to get together and maintain their areas of responsibility.
	

	2308
	 Public Participation

Q – I was wondering about the Parish Council reserves, is there a legal requirement to meet these and is it covered in guidelines?

A – Yes, the Council has 6 months running costs set aside and ear marked reserves for various projects mentioned tonight.  There are strict rules and regulations the Council has to adhere to in the spending and reporting of public monies.

Q – We live opposite the entrance to Petty’s Copse, and we experience a lot of anti-social behaviour in the woods which we report to the police is there anything else that can be done?

A – You are doing the right thing in reporting it.  We have had a conversation with the PCSO’s.  Cllr Circuit committed to having another meeting with the resident and the PCSO’s.

Q – You talked about planning for garages what about the accommodation above, I understood it could be an office?

A –The overall restriction relates to the conversion into living accommodation.

Q – Is anything being done about the damaged railings

A – Yes, Croudace will repair railings ahead of adoption..

Q – Do we have a clear picture of areas each Council and Croudace are responsible for?

A – Roads are Hampshire County Council and at the end of the adoption process BDBC will be responsible for the land going forward but the adoption is at varying stages.

Q – Pavements?

A – HCC but contracted to the Borough.  Report anything to HCC and they will re-direct to BDBC.

Meeting ended 1945
	CC




	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



